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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BUENOS 09475 132148Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO COME-OO EB-08 SSC-01 CPR-01 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 
/052W 

031446 140253Z/70 

R 132015Z DEC 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3690 

UNCLAS BUENOS AIRES 9475 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PINR, AR 

SUBJECT: NEW SECRETARIAT FOR COMMERCE AND INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC NEGOTIATIONS CREATED 

1 . THE GOA HAS ANNOUNCED THE CREATION OF A NEW SECRETARIAT 
FOR COMMERCE AND INTERNATIONAL NEGOTIATIONS. THE NEW 
SECRETARIAT COMBINES THE TWO FORMER SECRETARIATS OF 
COMMERCE AND OF FOREIGN COMMERCE. ALEJANDRO MANUEL ESTRADA. 
WHO HAD BEEN SECRETARY OF COMMERCE, HAS BEEN APPOINTED TO 
HEAD THE NEW SECRETARIAT. 

2. THE MERGER OF THESE TWO SECRETARIATS IN REGARDED AS 

AN ATTEMPT TO UNIFY RESPONSIBILITY FOR TRADE POLICY FOLLOWING 
THE RESIGNATION OF FORMER SECRETARY OF FOREIGN COMMERCE ALBERTO 
FRAGUIO. FRAGUIO REPORTEDLY RESIGNED BECAUSE HE DISAGREED 
WITH TARIFF REDUCTIONS IMPLEMENTED AS PART OF SECRETARY OF 
COMMERCE ESTRADA'S ANTI-INFLATIONARY PROGRAM. 
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